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Durham Region’s Diversity Focused Newsletter 

“In Your Words & Expressions”  

My perfect world is…... 
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Inside this issue: 

Honourable Mention 

Tavia Bakowski 

Gandatestiagon Public School  

A year ago this month, I had the pleasure of coming to Durham Region 
and speaking to a large group of community leaders and service 

providers at Heydenshore Pavilion in Whitby.  You 
had come together to discuss diversity and 

immigration and what that means to Durham 
Region. I heard you speak the language of inclusion, 

equity, fairness and civic engagement.  Those are 
the sounds of people doing the work of building a 

nation where  all residents can live up to their 

potential and utilize the talents they posses.  I 
understand that the Durham community has moved 

forward since our meeting last October and is 
working hard to build the part of the nation you call 

home.  I wish you all the best, as you shape a 
Durham Region built on the principles of inclusion, equity and fairness.   

The Honourable Jean Augustine 
Fairness Commissioner 

Office of the Fairness Commissioner Government of Ontario 
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Warm wishes from the office of the Ontario’s 
Fairness Commissioner—Jean Augustine 

The Pickering Advisory 
Committee on Race Relations & 

Equity is pleased to partner 
with the Durham District 

School Board and the Durham 
Catholic District School Board 

to present a creative arts 
contest for students across 

Durham Region entitled “In 
Your Words & Expressions”.   

The contest invites students 

from grades 2 to 12 to submit 
a written or visual arts piece to 

the statement “My perfect 
world is…”. Entries are to speak 

to issues of race relations, 
equity and diversity.   

“As Chair of the Committee, we are 
once again excited to launch this 

annual contest. It has proven to be 
a wonderful way to engage Durham 

youth in the creative arts while 
understanding their personal 

experiences about diversity and 
race relations.   In past years, the 

municipality and the committee 
have been pleased to recognize 

many participating students and 

schools and we look for to this 
year’s entries”, said Councillor 

David Pickles, Pickering City 
Councillor – Ward 3 and Chair, 

Pickering Advisory Committee on 
Race Relations & Equity.  
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New project—Lead the Way on Accessibility 

Earlier this year, Oshawa City 
Council passed a motion that 

requires any building project 
receiving financial 

assistance through a 
Community 

Improvement Plan or 
other mechanism, to 

include an Accessibility 
Plan.  This is a 

progressive move and 

one that has been 
challenging to 

implement.  Two 
projects have received 

funding from the City and 
have been through the 

process of developing an 
Accessibility Plan.  With the 

help of the Oshawa 

Accessibility Advisory 
Committee (OAAC) (both the 

Built Environment sub-
committee and the OAAC full 

committee), as well a 
collaborative effort with City 

staff and Councillor April 
Cullen, both the Dundurn 

student housing project and 

the Genosha redevelopment 
project participated and 

developed plans that have 
been approved by Council. 

OAAC members have 
expressed excitement at the 

opportunity to “get inside” a 
building to ensure 

accessibility for all residents 
and visitors.  This was 

considered and provided for 

in the design and layout of 
the buildings.  The 

Committee regularly reviews 
site plans as part of the 

planning process,  but 
these reviews are limited 

to the outside of buildings.  
Many hours of meetings 

resulted in compromises 
on all sides and the 

process was enlightening 

for everyone involved.  In 
the end, both projects 

successfully addressed 
accessibility issues within 

the buildings, and the teams 
on all sides are pleased with 

the results.  Oshawa is proud 
to be a leader in this area 

and we appreciate the 

cooperation of the 
developers, the OAAC, 

Oshawa Council and City 
staff. 

Councillor April Cullen 

City of Oshawa 

My perfect world                                            (con’t from front cover)                     

 
 

“THE ENTRIES HAVE PROVIDED A WINDOW INTO THE MINDS OF DURHAM’S YOUNG PEOPLE.” 

Since the committee first introduced the student contest in 2004, 
they have received nearly 1,000 submissions from over 50 schools.   

The entries have provided a window into the minds of Durham’s 
young people – the issues and triumphs they face today and their 

dreams for their future.    
 

In January 2010, a distinguished panel of judges will review the 
submissions and select the winning entries for each of the age 

categories represented. The Pickering Advisory Committee on Race 
Relations & Equity will showcase the winning entries in the lobby of the Pickering Civic Complex 

and on the City’s website at www.cityofpickering.com during the month of March 2010. The 

first place entries will also be featured in the Ajax-Pickering News Advertiser in April 2010.   

Students of the winning entries will also be invited to share their works at the 2010 Race 
Relations Forum hosted by the Pickering Advisory Committee on Race Relations & Equity.  This 

annual event is to commemorate March 21st; The International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination. Deadline to participate is December 1, 2009.   For full contest guidelines or to 

view winning entries from previous years, visit our website at www.cityofpickering.com.     
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